THE  FIRST ASSAULT  ONY  MADRI0
19 Oviedo was relieved. The limited forces available did
not allow, however, of the more effective operation which
would have cleared the hills round Oviedo of the Reds,
and till the end of the campaign of 1937 the Asturians
battered away at the Nationalist line, still hoping to be
able to force their way into the city.
I, however, returned to Talavera de la Reina as I felt
that the more important action would have to be fought
on the [Madrid front. Little did I believe then, at the
beginning of October 1936, that the operations were to
be so protracted.
Talavera was the same crowded and evil-smelling town
and there was the same difficulty in obtaining accom-
modation. But by this time I was becoming quite well
known, and so very shortly all arrangements were made
for myself, my new chauffeur Juan, and the car. My
first duty was to present myself again to General Varela^s
staff. I then met Major the Marquis de Salis, who
throughout the following weeks was to be invaluable as
a guide and mentor to the Press on the Madrid front.
Very amiably he made out for me a pass allowing me to
follow General Varela's columns. It sounded too good
to be true, and, it was, for the censorship and restrictions
of all kinds on the movements of correspondents were to
be increased in severity as the weeks went on until it was
impossible, in theory at least, for a war correspondent to
move a yard without a special visa, a special safe-conduct,
and usually a Press officer to see that he did not stray on
the way. We were all of us shepherded to Salamanca for
a great counting of the sheep and the goats, and then
Captain Bolin handed out to us all neat brown Press
passes which carefully specified that the holder was not
to go to the front without due authorisation from the
155

